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CONFIDENTIAL SANTO DOMINGO 3330 

PANAMA FOR ROBERTO PASTOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PGOV, PINS, DR 

SUBJECT: REACTION TO U.S. INITIATIVES IN D.R. SITUATION 

1 . LOCAL NEWSPAPERS EL CARIBE, EL SOL AND LISTIN DIARIO ALL 
FRONTPAGED THIS MORNING THE STATEMENT MADE BY THE SPOKESMAN 
ON THE D.R. SITUATION AT THE FRIDAY PRESS BRIEFING. CARIBE AND 
LISTIN USED BARRY SCHWEID ARTICLE (AP), WITH FORMER SUPPLEMENTING 
THE AP DISPATCH WITH A LENGTHIER ACCOUNT OF U.S. INTERVENTIONS 
DURING ELECTORAL CRISIS. 

2. CARIBE ALSO HEADLINED AMBASSADOR'S VISIT TO PRESIDENT BALAGUER 
JUNE 16. ARTICLE NOTED VISIT WAS AN HOUR IN LENGTH, THAT AMBASSADOR 
REFUSED TO COMMENT AND THAT VISIT TOOK PLACE WHILE JUNTA CENTRAL 
ELECTORAL (JCE) WAS CONSIDERING CHALLENGES ARISING OUT OF RECENT 
ELECTIONS. ARTICLE ALSO REFERRED TO PRESIDENT CARTER'S STATEMENTS 
ON D.R. SITUATION AND TO BALAGUER'S SPEECH OF MAY 18 IN WHICH HE 
REJECTED FOREIGN INTERFERENCE. 

3. EDITORIAL COMMENT IGNORES U.S. ACTIONS OF YESTERDAY. LISTIN 
PLEADS FOR JCE TO STOP ITS DEBATING IN THE CURRENT SERIOUS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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VACUUM UNTIL IT ASSEMBLES SOME FACTS AND EL SOL HITS HARD 
("PINOCHET IN THE JCE?") AT THE RECRUITMENT OF TWO CHILEAN 
EXPERTS NOW IN COUNTRY TO INVESTIGATE THE REFORMISTA CHARGES OF 
COMPUTER-BASED ELECTION FRAUD. 

4. AMBASSADOR HAS BEEN IN TOUCH WITH PAPAL NUNCIO (DEAN OF 
DIPLOMATIC CORPS) OVER LAST TWO DAYS. NUNCIO SHARES OUR CONCERNS 
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AND HAS BEEN SEEKING WAYS TO BRING CHURCH INFLUENCE TO BEAR. 

AFTER AMBASSADOR BRIEFED HIM PRIVATELY LAST NIGHT ON TALK WITH 
PRESIDENT BALAGUER (SANTO DOMINGO 3328), NUNCIO SAID HE WOULD 
TALK WITH BISHOP OF LA VEGA IN EFFORT TO RENEW ACTION TAKEN BY 
THE BISHOP ALONG WITH OTHER HIGHLY RESPECTED PERSONAGES JUST 
AFTER THE ELECTIONS, AND HAVE THEM PLEAD FOR PRESIDENTIAL ACTION 
TO END PRESENT PERIOD OF DANGEROUS SUSPENSE. IN MEANTIME, 

BISHOP TOOK SEPARATE ACTION IN RADIO ADDRESS YESTERDAY (HEAD- 
LINED IN TODAY'S LISTIN). HE NOTED THE POLITICAL MATURITY 
SHOWN BY THE DOMINICAN PEOPLE DURING THE ELECTORAL PERIOD AND THE 
"FEARS OF MANY" THAT LOSS OF CONFIDENCE IN THE JCE WOULD MAKE 
IT ALL FOR NAUGHT "WITH ALL THE SERIOUS RESULTANT CONSEQUENCES." 

5. COMMENT: SITUATION HERE CONTINUES TENSE BUT CALM. WEEKEND 
MAY GIVE TIME FOR PRESSURE FROM SOME OF THE 

RESPECTED INTERNAL FORCES WHICH WERE INFLUENTIAL IN TURNING THE 
SITUATION AROUND ON MAY 17-18, TO BUILD AND FOR OUR OWN 
HEAVY PRESSURES TO SINK IN. 

YOST 
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